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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. . Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-20 recites " one or more of the one or more notifications of a one or 
more open session and second communication devices", lines 4-11 renders indefinite. It 
is recommended that claims amended "or" in to and to overcome the 35 USC 112, 
second paragraph rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. - The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
* applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chan 
et al US patent No. 6,792,265"Chan". 

" Claim 1 . Chan teaches an apparatus (see figure 2 an wireless access protocol 
(WAP) system using a WAP capable cellular telephone) further teaches, a WAP 
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capable of cellular telephone (100) and a processor (102) that is also responsible for 
running any processor used by the telephone for example , the processor runs the Web 
browse type process that communicated data over the internet , and for sending and 
retrieving e-mail , accessing Web pages of information, and sending information to a 
Web site , see column 2, lines 28-53 and figure 1) comprising: 

Chan teaches an application server (203 and 202) component that receives one 
notifications of one open communication sessions from one first communication devices 
(100) (see figure 4, , conference call and set up conference call , 410-412 of figure 4) 
and column 5, lines 4-68) , 

Chan teaches the application sever component sends one of the one 
notifications of one of the one open communication sessions to one second 
communication devices (see figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68) 

Chan teaches upon a request by a communication device of the one of second 
communication devices to join an open communication session of the one of the one 
open communication sessions, (column 5, line 29-68) the application server component 
initiates a connection of the communication device to the open communication session 
(toggle to WAP browser request and continues to conference , see column 5, lines 42- 
column 6, line 30) . 

Claim 2. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 1 . Chan 
further teaches the one of the one notifications comprise information of the one of the 
one open communication sessions', wherein the application server component sends 
the one or more of the one notifications to the one second communication devices to 
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output the information to one or more users of the one or more second communication 
devices(see figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 
6, line 30) . 

Claim 3. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 2. Chan 
further teaches the information comprises one topics of the one of the one open 
communication sessions (see figure 4, theater), 

Chan teaches the one or more users of the one or more second communication 
devices comprise communication device to make a selection of a topic from the one 
topics, user of the communication device, wherein the user employs the wherein the 
topic corresponds to the open communication session 1 (see figure 4) 

Chan teaches the communication device sends the request that comprises the 
topic to the application server component to join the open communication session; 

Chan teaches the request, the application server component initiates the 
connection of the communication device to the open communication session (figure 4, 
items #413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 30). 

Claim 4. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 2. Chan 
further teaches the information comprises a list of the one first communication devices 
(see figure 5) wherein the one user of the second communication devices comprise a 
user of the communication device, (see figure 5) 

Chan teaches the user employs the list to make a determination to join the open 
communication session (see figure 4) wherein upon the determination, the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/600, 1 09 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2684 

communication device sends the request to the application server component (see 
figure 4) 

Chan teaches upon receipt of the request, the application server component 
initiates the connection of the communication device to the open communication 
session (see figure 2 and figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, 
lines 42-column 6, line 30). 

Claim 5. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 2. Chan 
further teaches the information comprises a limit to a number of the one second 
communication devices able to participate in the open communication session; wherein 
once the number of the one or more second communication devices in the open 
communication session reaches the limit, the application server component rejects 
subsequent requests of the one or more second communication devices to join the 
Communication Session (figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, 
lines 42-column 6, line 30) . 

Claim 6. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 1. Chan 
further teaches the request comprises a session identification of the open 
communication session, wherein the application server component sends the session 
identification to the one or more control components to initiate the connection of the 
communication device to the open communication session; wherein the one or more 
control components employ the session identification to connect the communication 



Application/Control Number: 10/600,109 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2684 

device to the open communication session (figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 
29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 30) . 

7. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 1. Chan further 
teaches a third communication device accesses the application server component to 
obtain a list of the one or more open communication sessions-, wherein upon a request 
by the third communication device to join the open communication session, the 
application server component initiates a connection of the third communication device to 
the open communication session (column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7). 

Claim 8. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 1 . Chan 
further teaches prior to receipt of the request from the communication device by the 
application sever component, the one or more first communication devices send a 
notification of a private communication session to one or more of the one or more 
second communication devices', the open communication session becomes the private 
communication Session (column 7, lines 1-column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7).. 

Claim 9. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 8. Chan 
further teaches the application server component receives one or more requests to join 
the private communication session from the one of the one second communication 
devices(column 7, lines 1-column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7). 

Claim 10. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 9. Chan 
further teaches the application server component sends one rejection of the one 
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requests to the one If the one second communication devices ((column 7, lines 1- 
column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7).. 

Claim 11. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 9. Chan 
further teaches the application server component sends one acceptances of the one or 
more requests to the one or more of the one or more second communication 
devices(column 7, lines 1-column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7). 

Claim 12 Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 1. Chan 
further teaches the one open communication sessions comprise one voice chat roomy, 
wherein the one notifications of the one open communication session comprise one 
notifications of one or more topics of the one voice chat rooms; wherein the application 
server component sends one or more of the one or more notifications of one or more of 
the one voice chat rooms to the one second communication devices (column 7, lines 1- 
column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7). 

Claim 13.A method, comprising the steps of: sending one notifications of one or 
more open communication sessions to one or more communication devices 1 , receiving a 
request to join an open communication session of the one open communication 
sessions from a communication device of the one or more communication devices and 
initiating a connection of the communication device to the open communication session 
(column 7, lines 1-column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7). 

Claim 14. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 13. Chan 
further teaches the one or more notifications comprise information of the one open 
communication sessions, wherein the information comprises one of a topic, a list of one 
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or more users of the one or more communication devices, and a list of the one or more 
open communication sessions, wherein the one of the topic and the list correspond to 
the communication ion wherein the step of receiving the request to join the open 
communication session, from the communication device comprises the steps of: 
employing the one or more of the topic, the list of the one or more users, and the list of 
the one or more open communication sessions to make a determination to join the open 
communication session; and receiving the request to join the open communication 
session from the communication device(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 
5-7 and(figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, 
line 30). 

Claim 15. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 13. Chan 
further teaches the one or more notifications comprise information If the one open 
communication sessions, wherein the information comprises a limit to a number of the 
one communication devices able to participate in the open communication session, 
wherein the 1 step of receiving the request to join the open communication session from 
the communication device comprises the steps of: receiving the request to join the open 
communication session from the communication device upon reaching the limit of the 
number of the one communication devices and sending a rejection of the request to the 
communication device prior to initiation of the connection of the communication device 
to the open communication session(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7 
and(figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 
30). - 
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16. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 13. Chan further 
teaches the request comprises a session identification of the open communication 
session, wherein the step of initiating the communication session comprises connection 
of the communication device to t e open communicate the steps of: receiving the 
session identification from the communication device; and . sending the session 
identification to one control components to connect the communication device to the 
open communication session(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7 
and(figure 4, items #413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 
30). 

Claim 1 7. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 13. Chan 
further teaches the step of initiating the connection of the communication device to the 
open communication session comprises the steps of: enabling access to a list of the 
one or more open communication sessions to a second communication device; 
receiving a request to join the open communication session from the second 
communication device, and initiating the connection of the second communication 
device to the open communication session(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and 
figure 5-7 and(figure 4, items # 413-415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42- 
column 6, line 30). 
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Claim 18. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 13. Chan 
further teaches the one or more communication devices comprise one or more first 
communication devices, the method further comprising the steps of: receiving a 
notification of a private communication session prior to receipt of the request to join the 
open communication from one or more second communication devices; sending the 
notification of the private communication session to one or more of the one pr more first 
communication devices', and changing the open communication session to the private 
communication session(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7 and(figure 4, 
items # 41 3-41 5, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 30). 

Claim 19. An apparatus , comprising: one or more computer-readable signal- 
bearing media 1 , means in the one or more media for sending one or more notifications 
of one ()r more open communication sessions to one or more communication devices 1 , 
means in the one or more media for receiving a request to join an open communication 
session of the one or more open communication sessions from a communication device 
of the one or more communication devices; and .means in the one or more media for 
initiating a connection of the communication device to the open communication 
session(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7 and(figure 4, items # 413- 
415, column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 30). 

Claim 20. Chan teaches all the limitation as explained above in claim 19. Chan 
further teaches the one or more notifications comprise information of the one open 
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communication sessions, wherein the information comprises one or more of a topic, a 
list of one users of the one communication devices, and a list of the one or more open 
communication sessions, wherein the one of the topic and the list correspond to the 
communication session, wherein the means in the one or more media for receiving the 
request to join the open communication session from the communication device 
comprises: means in the one media for employing the one or more of the topic, the list 
of the one users, and the list of the one open communication sessions to make a 
determination to join the open communication session; and means in the one media for 
receiving the request to join the open communication session from the communication 
device(column 7, lines 1 -column 8, line 60 and figure 5-7 and(figure 4, items # 413-415, 
column 5, lines 29-68, column 5, lines 42-column 6, line 30). 

Conclusion 

5. " The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Brian et al (US patent No. 6499053) teaches a chat system including a chat 
server and plurality of chat clients in a network (see abstract). 

~ Bourraud (US publication patent No 2004/0037406) teaches a method and 
system for exchanging instant messages among participants to a conference call , (see 
abstract). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tilahun B Gesesse whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7879. The examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. 

The Central FAX Number will change to 571-273-8300. This new 
Central FAX Number is the result of relocating the Central FAX server to 
the Office's Alexandria, Virginia campus. 

CENTRALIZED DELIVERY POLICY: For patent related correspondence, hand 
carry deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now located at the 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314), and facsimile 
transmissions must be sent to the Central FAX number, unless an exception applies. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^^-v? / /r-> /7 / 




